This year, the CHIJ Schools are celebrating 165 years of presence and mission of
educating girls in Singapore. The theme “Ever Seeking, Ever Serving” is premised on
the 11 CHIJ schools’ commitment to always serving others, especially the
disadvantaged and seek truth, justice, freedom and love in the pursuit of academic and
character excellence.
As a school, we have lined up activities for our girls to celebrate
this milestone anniversary celebration, with our main celebratory event to be held at the
National Stadium on Tuesday, 28 May 2019.

IJ 165 activities lined up for CHIJ OLQP students
1. Talks on Inspirational Individuals
A series of talks on notable individuals will be carried out. These individuals who
epitomise the spirit of “Ever Seeking, Ever Serving” include our founder – Blessed
Nicolas Barre, Mother Mathilde Raclot , St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, St Therese
of the Child Jesus and Sr Deidre O’Loan. Our students will get a glimpse of the
challenges these individuals had to go through and how faithful stewardship
empowered them to overcome these challenges to serve others.

2. CHIJ 165th Anniversary Forum
Staff, students, members of the IJ Board of Management and members of the IJ Homes
& Centres Management Committee had the privilege of being a part of the CHIJ 165th
Anniversary Forum held on 9 March 2019 at the Catholic Junior College Performing Arts
Centre. Based on the theme “Ever Seeking. Ever Serving”, participants were engaged
with alumnae from the various CHIJ schools, and they were:
Keynote Speaker
Professor Lily Kong
President, Singapore Management University
Alumna of CHIJ Kellock & CHIJ Victoria Street
Panel Members
a. Ms Janet Ang
Chairman, Institute of Systems Science, NUS
Alumna of CHIJ Cooling Close & CHIJ St Joseph’s Convent
b. Ms Nichol Ng
President of ONE (SINGAPORE)
Co-Founder of The Food Bank Singapore
Alumna of CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’ School
c. Ms Lim Choi Ming
District Judge/Assistant Registrar of the Family Justice Courts
Alumna of CHIJ Victoria Street & CHIJ Secondary (Toa Payoh)
d. Ms Rachel Nadia Goh
Regional Relationship Manager (Southeast Asia), The Fred Hollows Foundation
Founder of Barre Group
Alumna of CHIJ Primary & Secondary (Toa Payoh)
Theme Weaver
e. Ms Vivienne Lim Hui Bian Chairperson, IJ Board of Management Director,
Genesis Law Corporation
Alumna of CHIJ Bukit Timah
Participants were greatly inspired by the sharing which included personal experiences,
successes and challenges of the various presenters. The presenters had shown us the
true meaning of “seeking” and “serving”, highlighting key learning points such as
responsibility, purpose, sacrifice, diligence, resilience, adaptability, love, compassion,
empathy, humility, gratitude and integrity. During the “Question and Answer” segment,
students were eagerly waiting in line to ask questions, while each presenter patiently
and lovingly answered them all.
The morning provided everyone with insights to how the IJ Education had played a key
role in the life journey of the presenters, and reinforced the values which the CHIJ
Schools had inculcated in their students over the past 165 years. The forum enabled
our current generation of students to witness, through the lives of our presenters, the

success and continuing efforts of our CHIJ schools in developing young ladies to be
“Simple in Virtue, Steadfast in Duty”.
It was indeed a blessing for all present, to be able to witness the call of our Founder,
Blessed Nicolas Barre, and the great work of our IJ Sisters in Singapore. As we
celebrate the 165th Anniversary of the Founding of our IJ Mission in Singapore, may we
maintain the bonds of our IJ friendships, and together, find time to always seek and
serve, so as to keep the IJ spirit burning bright!

3. My Pledge Hearts

All students and staff of CHIJ OLQP will be penning down their wishes for IJ as part
of our IJ 165 celebration in school. Each letter and number will be covered by the
wishes represented by each level from the student body and staff. Let’s watch the
hearts grow and glow at the back of the school hall.

4. Tree Planting on Thursday, 25 April 2019
In conjunction with IJ 165 and Earth Week, our school had a tree planting event on
25 April 2019. The event started with an assembly sharing by our Environment
Advocators on the Laudato Si. Laudato Si which means ‘Praise Be to You’, is a call by
Pope Francis, head of the Catholic Church and sovereign of the Vatican City, to care for
our common home. It is an appeal from Pope Francis addressed to every person living
on this planet to talk about how we are shaping the future of our planet. We praise God
for the beautiful Earth He has given us. Pope Francis calls the Church and the world to
acknowledge the urgency of our environmental challenges and to join him in embarking
on a new path and to protect our Earth.
We were honoured to have Sr Maria, IJ Provincial and Sponsoring Authority of CHIJ
schools, to plant The Serving Tree. The flowers of The Serving Tree (Rose Myrtle)
resemble the cherry blossoms, and their fruits can be made into jam and medicine.
We were also pleased to have Sr Joan, a former principal of our CHIJ Our Lady Queen
of Peace to plant The Tree of Knowledge. This tree (Leea Rubra) has bright red flowers.

5. CHIJ 165th Anniversary Celebration Lesson Packages
Our students will be engaged in lessons to deepen their knowledge of their founder
and to appreciate the uniqueness of an IJ school.
P1 to P3
P4 to P6

Lesson 1 – Life story of Blessed Nicolas Barré
Lesson 2 – Teachings of Blessed Nicolas Barré (Quotes)
Lesson 1 – History of CHIJ schools in Singapore (Mother Mathilde)
Lesson 2 – All about the 11 IJ schools and more about my own IJ
school, e.g. past events, founding, what’s new

6. CHIJ 165th Anniversary Founder’s Day Celebration
This will be the main celebration which will be held at the National Stadium on
Tuesday, 28 May 2019. All the 11 CHIJ schools will be present for this grand
momentous celebration where students, parents and alumni will unite as an IJ family
through sing-a-long. There will also be personal sharing by former students and
video presentations on the IJ identity and IJ legacy. It will end with a Eucharistic
celebration celebrated by Archbishop William Goh in thanksgiving for the 165 years
of blessings.

7. Joie De Vivre Walkathon
The Walkathon will be held on Saturday, 13 July 2019 at West Coast Park. “Joie de
Vivre” which means “Joy of Living” is apt as we want our students to experience joy
and meaning in whatever they endeavour, especially their educational journey in
CHIJ. We would also like to bring our students and their families together to
celebrate the joy of family life.

